
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
   

   
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

09/03/2021 

 

Dear Gainsborough Studios Resident, 

Gainsborough Studios: Update on Southern Housing Group’s Joint Funding 
Application 

  
Following the submission of Southern Housing Group’s joint application to the funding body, the GLA, 

we have been advised that despite meeting all required deadlines, due to the large number of 

applications being received unfortunately our application will not now be reviewed at the funding board 

meeting of 10 March 2021 as first hoped.  We now expect our application to be reviewed at the next 

meeting on 24 March 2021 where we are hopeful that funding will be approved.  For clarity, the 

funding application covers the following fire safety works: 

  

• External Wall System (EWS) 

• Works to balconies 

  

We know that this is frustrating, however, the GLA has confirmed that they will present a Pre-Tender 

Support application at the funding board meeting on 10 March which means we are expecting that the 

GLA will provide £180,000 to allow site set up to take place and for the contractor to begin to erect 

scaffolding.  We’re hopeful that the Pre-Tender Support will mean that there won’t be any visible 

delays in the project as this will provide funding for approximately four weeks on-site.  

  

We expect Guildmore to start this work on 15 March 2021.  There will be a new programme of works 

for the South and East blocks which we hope to have early next week and we will make a copy of this 

available on the resident microsite when we have received it.   

  

Consultant Hart Dixon will be responsible for Project Management of the works once they begin.  They 

are currently onsite overseeing the works programme to the West Block and the works to the South 

and East block will be a continuation of that programme. 
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We will provide further information concerning on-site project management arrangements including 

resident communications once these have been agreed by all sides. We can however confirm that 

there will a site manager who will be based on site full time for the duration of the works programme. 

  

  

  

  

We are still awaiting planning approval on works to balconies.  IDM is leading on this and Hackney 

Council is currently advising that we will need to go through a full planning application.  All sides are 

looking at how this process can be expedited.  This however is not expected to delay the start on-site 

timeline as previously advised. 

  

On completion of all external works, Guildmore will instruct fire safety consultants, Build Tech, to 

return and complete an EWS1 inspection and provide the appropriate certificate. A copy of this can be 

made available upon request.   

  

In December last year the government announced a waking watch relief fund designed to help with 

the costs of waking watch and additional heat detection installed in buildings as interim safety 

measures while remedial works take place.  The guidance for this fund states that only detectors fitted 

after 17 December 2020 are eligible to apply.  You may recall that we installed the heat detectors for 

the East block between September and November last year, however we will work with IDM to try and 

make an application to recover some of these costs, however at this stage we must advise that the 

prospect of funding would appear unlikely. 

 

More information 

As a reminder we have set up a dedicated area of our website which will be updated regularly with 

information about the programme. You can find copies of our updates, including a copy of the latest 

expert report on the External Wall System and frequently asked questions here: 

www.shgroup.org.uk/gainsboroughstudios 

 

We will be updating this online information as we move forward so please check back regularly. Don’t 

forget you can also email us any queries on GainsboroughStudios.Info@shgroup.org.uk  

 

Yours sincerely, 

  

The Gainsborough Studios Team 
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