
       

   

 

March 9 2021 
 
 
Dear Leaseholder, 

 
BUILDING SAFETY UPDATE:  FESTUCA HOUSE AND ASTERID HEIGHTS (N14) 
 
Since our Town Hall meeting in December, there has been a lot of activity, as well as a significant change 

to the Government’s Building Safety Fund.  We felt an update would be helpful. 

 
Housing Minister Robert Jenrick told the House of Commons that the government will provide an extra 

£3.5bn in grants to pay for cladding repairs on high rises, on top of the £1bn already allocated, making a 

£4.5bn fund in total. We are waiting for more information about whether there will be new eligibility criteria 

for the new funding and for details of the application process. The biggest impact of the announcement is 

that there is more funding available, so there is more chance of our applications to the fund being 

successful.  

 
So what does this mean for residents of Festuca House and Asterid Heights? 

 

Each of the blocks was registered for the Building Safety Fund last summer and since then EVML have 

shared the additional information from the inspection reports with the Ministry of Housing, Communities 

and Local Government (MHCLG).  

 

A significant piece of news to share is that EVML has received feedback from the MHCLG’s Building 

Safety Fund. They have approved Festuca House as eligible for the fund. This means that they have 

invited a more detailed application and EVML has begun preparing for this. At the moment, this doesn’t 

guarantee that funding will be secured – it just means that Festuca House is technically eligible. 

  

To meet the requirements of the fund, EVML will need to prepare a specification and tender for the work. 

They have been engaging with their engineers about the best technical solutions and are looking at how 

to ensure minimum disruption to residents. The requirements for the £1bn Building Safety Fund are to be 

on site by the end of September. 

 

Thus far, the MHCLG have not undertaken the same eligibility check for Asterid Heights and we’ll let you 

know when we hear. We are concerned that despite the building defects, parts of the building will not 

meet the threshold for funding because some of the insulation materials are non-combustible. It is only in 

the lower brickwork where there is combustible insulation. EVML are seeking clarity on this with the 

MHCLG. 

 

EVML meets with the MHCLG weekly to discuss the application process and eligibility. We are concerned 

that the timetable is tight, and this has been raised with the MHCLG. We are continuously monitoring the 

situation. 

  

EVML continues to work with its lawyers to identify those responsible for the defects found in both blocks. 

They have been in contact with architects and consultants and continue to build a case. 

 

We will contact you again when we have more information regarding the remedial work, or the 

progression of our funding application, but until then, please contact BuildingSafety@triathlonhomes.com 

if you have any questions about this work. 

 
Best wishes, 
Triathlon Homes Building Safety Team 
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