
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 17 June 2021 

 
 

Dear Leaseholder, 

  

BUILDING SAFETY UPDATE: EWS1 FORM AWARDED FOR FESTUCA HOUSE 

AND PROPOSED WORKS 

  

Over recent months you will have been aware of fire safety inspection works taking 

place across East Village. The inspections were to check compliance with the 

government’s requirements for fire safety in the external wall system. 

 

EWS1 form issued 

The fire engineer inspected Festuca House and reviewed the construction 

documentation for all the buildings in detail. Based on this information, the fire engineer 

informed us they are able to award a B1 rated EWS1 form for the building based on 

current guidance. This rating is acceptable to lenders for a mortgage. 

 

If you would like a copy of the form it is available HERE. 

 

What’s changed? 

This is a significant change to the fire engineers earlier findings and this is based upon 

a review of the issues across the plot and the mitigating factors that decrease the risk 

from fire; in particular, they have stated the presence of sprinklers in the block increases 

everyone’s safety and this has enabled them to issue the B1 form.  

 

What about the building defects found? 

While this is a very positive step forward, Triathlon Homes, EVML and their technical 

advisors remain concerned about the findings of the inspection. The cladding system 

does not have the required safety certificates (a BS 8414 test or compliance with 

BR135). The combustible materials in, and on, the external walls, and the defects in the 

external wall system compromise its safety; this means that in the unlikely event of a 

fire, it is not known how the external wall system will perform.  While this is not a severe 

risk, given the presence of sprinklers, we do not believe it is a risk we can ignore.  

 

We are therefore continuing to work with EVML to submit a detailed funding application 

to the government’s Building Safety Fund (BSF). A team of design consultants and 

engineers are currently working on the detail for the application and we’ll be able to 

share the proposals for repair with you in July. The MHCLG have already confirmed 

Festuca House is eligible for funding, we will need to wait for the outcome of the 

detailed funding application to confirm the extent of funding available for the work. We 

https://www.triathlonhomes.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/1524.2-N14D_L001.0_Festuca-House_Form-EWS-1_210413.pdf


       

would like to reassure you that we remain committed to looking at every possibly 

avenue to avoid passing costs on to leaseholders. 

 

If the application to the BSF is successful, it is likely the defect remediation work will 

start this Autumn. We are likely to need planning permission to agree the materials for 

the replacement timber panels on the ground floor. At this stage, we’re unable to 

confirm how long the work will take. We’ll arrange a meeting with leaseholders to 

explain the implications in more detail over the summer. 

 

What does this mean if I want to sell my home? 

If you are selling your home or staircasing, the new EWS1 form will be a real help and 

should enable funding. Some lenders may be concerned about the requirements for 

further work. The proposed works will need to be declared to potential purchasers and 

for that reason you may want to wait until the outcome of the funding application is 

known. We’ll keep you informed about the progress of the application But it is likely to 

be some time before anything is confirmed. 

 

What next? 

We’ll keep you updated over the coming months will hold a residents meeting over the 

summer to be able to answer all of your questions. In the meantime, if you have any 

queries, please email buildingsafety@triathlon.com 

 

 

Best wishes, and thank you for your support and patience, 
 

Triathlon Homes
 

mailto:buildingsafety@triathlon.com

