
       

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23 June 2021 
 

 
BUILDING SAFETY UPDATE: ASTERID HEIGHTS (N14) 

Since we last updated you, EVML and Triathlon Homes teams have been working to progress 

the building safety issues at Asterid Heights. We hope you find this update helpful. 

Background 

Detailed investigations into the external wall system found the issues faced by Asterid Heights 

are two-fold: 

• Fire barriers within external walls are inadequate 

• There is some Kingspan brand insulation material used (behind the brickwork) which 

presents a fire risk, particularly when combined with inadequate fire barriers 

These factors, combined with a lack of mitigating factors such as a sprinkler system, meant the 

fire assessors could not issue Asterid Heights with a B1-rated EWS1 form. They have 

recommended remedial work. 

The proposed plan and recent activity 

 

EVML has appointed project managers and a technical team to consider how best to remediate 

the external walls. They are looking at the options available to ensure the safety of residents, 

and to enable the fire engineers to be confident in issuing a B1-rated EWS1 form. 

One proposed option involves remediating the external walls by taking off the render on the side 

of the building, replacing and repairing fire barriers where required and installing new insulation. 

It is possible the fire barriers in the brickwork can be replaced without too much intrusive work. 

We don’t have a full project plan for the work at this stage and are working closely with EVML’s 

technical teams to review the impact on you and establish a detailed programme of work.  

While some aspects of the work will be disruptive, it is important for you to know that this work 

can be completed without the need to access your home. 

 

EVML is also considering the possibility of work to mitigate risk such as the installation of 

additional smoke detectors or sprinklers. The fire engineers are assessing this and will need to 

liaise with the London Fire Brigade to confirm whether it is a viable solution. 



       

   

 

Government Funding 

EVML are continuing to prepare a detailed application for the government’s Building Safety 

Fund (BSF). This involves producing and pricing a detailed specification for the work.  

Given the constraints of the funding and the need to resolve the issues quickly, we decided to 

progress with the detailed work required. This will enable us to maximise the possibility of 

receiving funding sooner. EVML has asked the BSF to prioritise their decision making for your 

block. 

We have not yet had confirmation of eligibility for the fund from the BSF. Because of this, EVML 

are working with the BSF to agree a suitable date to submit the application for funding. The BSF 

have recently confirmed they will enable applications to be submitted after the previously 

published date of 30 June 2021 and EVML are working with them and their technical advisors to 

agree a date. This will inform the likely date the work will start. 

Applying for funding to protect residents from costs remains our intention and focus, and we 

fully support EVML in making this application. The BSF is available for work to address 

structural defects and not to cover the costs of mitigating measures such as the installation of 

smoke detectors or sprinklers. The fund does not cover work on balconies such as replacement 

of timber decking. 

Balconies 
 
You may have heard from residents in other plots about ACM material being found on 
balconies. This is applicable to residents in blocks in plots N01, N03 and N04.  
 
It has been confirmed that there is no ACM on the balconies in your block.  
 
The government’s guidance about fire safety on balconies, is to ensure an adequate risk 
assessment of any combustible materials. The fire engineer will undertake an assessment of 
the timber decking and any mitigating measures. At the moment, we are not considering the 
removal of the decking. However, EVML as part of a standard asset review is looking at the 
condition of the decking, as in some places it is deteriorating.  We’ll ensure you are kept 
updated if there is a change. 

More information 

We are in the process of arranging a town hall meeting for residents of Asterid Heights to 

answer any questions that you have regarding the proposed work and next steps. We will be in 

touch shortly once we have a confirmed date. We will contact you again when we have more 

information about the next steps, but until then, please contact 

BuildingSafety@triathlonhomes.com if you have any questions. 

 
Best wishes, 
 
Triathlon Homes 
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