
       

   

 

24 September 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Leaseholder, 

 
BUILDING SAFETY UPDATE: ASTERID HEIGHTS AND FESTUCA HOUSE (N14) 

 

It has been some time since we’ve updated you about the ongoing building safety issues in your 

blocks.  We are still waiting for news from a number of places but in the meantime can provide 

an update on the current situation. 

 

As you may be aware, the government department responsible for building safety issues has 

recently changed its name from the Department for Housing, Communities and Local 

Government (MHCLG) to the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities. For the 

sake of continuity, we will, for now, continue to refer to it as MHCLG. 

 

Building Safety Fund 

 

We have not yet heard from the Building Safety Fund (BSF) regarding the funding for remedial 

work. The BSF have confirmed eligibility for Festuca House but have not yet made a decision 

about Asterid Heights. 

 

We are awaiting more information about the funding for Festuca House and understand the 

MHCLG are reviewing some technical information. 

  

The team from EVML is rigorously pushing for more information; it seems the department is 

experiencing an extensive backlog in assessing applications. As soon as we have further 

information, we’ll let you know. 

 

Work Programme 

 

While we initially had confidence that remedial work would begin before the end of September 

2021, this was based on EVML’s funding application to the BSF being approved over the 

summer. The continued delay from the MHCLG means we are not yet able to advise on the 

proposed timeline and the scope of works. The technical teams are also reviewing the impact of 

new government advice. 

 

Clarification on Government Guidance 

 

You may be aware that in July, the now-former Secretary of State for Housing, Communities 

and Local Government made a statement to parliament about building safety issues.  

 

This statement made headlines because of the Minister’s announcement that mortgage lenders 

should not rely on the EWS1 form to assess the fire safety of buildings under 18 metres. The 

statement also contained recommendations based on the findings of the MHCLG’s expert 

panel. 

 



       

   

 

The Minister stated that the MHCLG consolidated advice note of January 2020 is due to be 

withdrawn. This was a key document used to assess the fire safety of the external walls at East 

Village. This guidance will be replaced, in part, by a new Code of Practice; PAS 9980: Fire risk 

appraisal and assessment of external wall construction and cladding of existing blocks 

of flats – Code of practice. The consultation period on the Code has ended and it is currently 

being drafted and should be published in December 2021. 

 

The objectives of the Code include providing a standard methodology which can be used to 

consistently assess the risk of fire spread across external walls. 

 

EVML’s fire engineer will review your blocks in the light of the proposed new guidance. While 

the Code is currently in draft form, it is important any new government guidance is taken into 

consideration before embarking upon remedial work. We will contact you to let you know the 

outcome of the assessment, although the results will be preliminary until the publication of the 

Code.  
 

 

We are sorry about the ongoing delay and uncertainty. We know how frustrating this is. We are 

continuing to work with EVML to progress this work to be able to give you more certainty. 

 

We will contact you again when we have more information, but until then, please contact 

BuildingSafety@triathlonhomes.com if you have any questions about this work. 

 
Best wishes, 
 
Triathlon Homes 

 
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/869532/Building_safety_advice_for_building_owners_including_fire_doors_January_2020.pdf
mailto:BuildingSafety@triathlonhomes.com

