
       

   

 

All leaseholders at Festuca House 

 

 

 

 

 
19 November 2021 

 
Dear Leaseholder, 

 
Festuca House: Update on Building Safety Works 

 
We are writing with a brief update about the building safety work to keep you informed of the current 

situation and issues being discussed.    

 
Building Safety Fund 

 
We are not yet able to confirm the scope and programme of work at Festuca House. At the current time, 

two issues are delaying the schedule. 

 

Firstly, we are waiting for some technical queries to be answered by the Building Safety Fund (BSF). 

These relate to a revised fire engineer’s report that was issued to them. In addition, there are ongoing 

discussions about the correct technical solution. As you are aware, Festuca House has an EWS1 form 

with a B1 rating and it’s necessary the underlying defects are correctly assessed. 

 
Secondly, we are keen to explore every option to resolve the defects and any safety issues. EVML has 

asked its fire engineers to assess Festuca House based upon the government’s proposed new guidance 

on the risk assessment of external wall systems (PAS9980). To support a thorough evaluation, EVML has 

commissioned a Fire Risk Assessment (FRA) of the escape routes in your block. This will take place on 8 

December. This type of FRA is more specific than the usual FRA which EVML undertakes on an annual 

basis. Separately, the fire risk assessors may need to view the fire compartmentation along the escape 

routes. This will need an intrusive inspection and we are currently waiting for confirmation of this.  

  
A thorough evaluation will take place before any work at Festuca House starts and we’ll keep you 

updated about this process. When we have more information, we’ll be in contact to discuss the outcome 

and hear your views. 

 
Plans for Remediation Work 

 

EVML has undertaken some work with a contractor to prepare and price a detailed brief. This has been 

submitted to the BSF. The scope of works may change based on its feedback and the outcome of the 

technical discussions detailed above. Further, the work will be reviewed and scrutinised by a quantity 

surveyor before it is submitted to the EVML Board for appraisal.  We’ll let you know when the necessary 

approvals take place. 

 
Audit of Materials 

 
You may be aware that some of the plots at East Village have aluminium composite materials (ACM) on 

their balconies. This is a highly combustible material. As a precautionary measure, EVML is undertaking a 

Village-wide exercise to test the materials on balconies and on some decorative trims such as those 



       

   

 

around porches, main entrances and car park entrances. Our records do not indicate there is ACM on 

your block, however, EVML wants to be certain this is the case and some materials will be inspected next 

month. You may see contractors removing small areas of metal fascia, where necessary, and this will be 

sent to government-approved labs for testing. We’ll let you know the outcome of this as soon as possible. 

 
Costs 

 
Many leaseholders have asked about the costs of the additional work involved in assessing the mitigating 

measures and any additional testing of materials. EVML is currently updating the cladding budget and 

we’ll pass you details of the expected costs shortly. We will be invoicing you for the costs of the fire 

engineer’s inspection that took place in 2020/21 before the end of the financial year. We’ve capped this at 

£250. We’ll send the invoice for this when we get the audited service charge accounts from EVML for 

2020/21.  

  
We are mindful of these costs and other inflationary pressures, such as electricity costs. We’re working 

closely with EVML to do what we can to limit increases in service charge costs next year.  
 

I’m sorry for the impact of the continuing delay. We are working with EVML to address this. As soon as 

we have an update from EVML we will update you. We know you need certainty about the plans for your 

home. In the meantime, please contact us at buildingsafety@triathlonhomes.com if you have any 

questions.  

 

Kind regards, 

 
Kath King 

Managing Director | Triathlon Homes 

mailto:buildingsafety@triathlonhomes.com

