
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
   

   
 

 
 

 

13 April 2022 

Wellend.Phase1@shgroup.org.uk 

 

 

 

Building safety update: Wellend Villas 

We know it has been some time since we have been able to give you an update on our plans to carry 

out building safety works at Wellend Villas. Since we last wrote to you, we have been working with all 

of the relevant parties needed to bring this project together, and while much of this work has not been 

visible to those outside of our team, things are progressing well, and we can now share some of the 

ongoing activity and next steps with you. 

Progressing works 

 
Residents may be aware of a number of announcements that have been made over recent months 

regarding changes to the way that buildings are assessed. The Government has withdrawn its 

previous guidance in favour of an industry standard known as PAS 9980 guidance, which has been 

developed by the British Standards Institute (BSI). It replaces the previous government guidance that 

had been in place since January 2020. This new approach has been adopted by RICS and the 

Government and one reason for its introduction is that it gives an increase in the flexibility allowed 

when investigating a building for the purpose of gaining an EWS1 form. 

PAS9980 requires us to complete an external wall fire risk assessment. This allows the consideration 

of other building factors such as, compartmentation and fire alarms when assessing the external 

make-up of the wall. Unfortunately, because of the stringent and firm requirements of the previous 

EWS1 survey guidance, the assessors were not able to do this. 

At present, we cannot say for definite whether there will be a change in EWS1 rating, or if the work 

currently required will be reduced. However, by undertaking this exercise, residents will be able to 

have confidence that all work being done is necessary under the more current guidance. This is in line 

with Michael Gove’s announcement on a proportion approach to cladding remedial works. 

This process should not require any further physical investigation work, as all the necessary 

information will be available to our fire assessors from the original inspections. 

Legal recourse 

 



 
 
                           
 
 
 

 
 

  2 

 

As residents will know, we have engaged a legal team in order to progress a claim against, the original 

developer at Wellend Villas. Devonshire’s, our law firm, is finalising the details of this claim, and are 

currently planning to serve this in May 2022. Although the details of this claim will need to remain 

confidential for the time being, we will keep you fully informed as to the progress of the claim as it 

proceeds. 

We are also continuing to look at the potential for other claims against third parties involved in the 

construction of the buildings. 

Next steps 

1. We will instruct our fire assessor to begin the process of reassessing the blocks with a view to 

confirming the B2 rating, or, if possible, amend the EWS1 rating. 

2. We will contact you once this exercise has been completed to confirm the status of the buildings, 

and lay out a plan for any required remediation work. 

3. If the buildings can be issued with a revised EWS1 form, we will instruct the fire assessors to 

produce this and make it available to residents as soon as possible. 

 

Your questions 

We appreciate that it’s been a very quiet period, and that residents have found this frustrating. We 

know you have been keen that we proceed only with confirmed information based on current 

legislation, and we’re hopeful that this reassessment period will bring comfort to some residents. We 

know it is a very stressful time for residents, particularly in terms of potential costs, but we hope that 

we can reassure you that we are doing everything that we can in order to minimise costs to residents, 

and to move any work required along as quickly as possible. 

A number of residents are actively using our dedicated email address at 

Wellend.Phase1@shgroup.org.uk to get in touch with us. As many of you have similar questions for 

our team, we are pulling the answers to all your questions together and adding them to the website so 

that everyone has the information, and that you can access all the relevant material for your building in 

one convenient place. 

In the interest of the environment, we prefer to communicate digitally with residents where possible. 

You have received this letter by post as we either do not hold an up to date email address for you, or 

you have previously unsubscribed from Southern Housing Group emails. If you would prefer to receive 

this information via email, please contact us on 0300 303 1773 to ensure your details are up to date. 

 

Kind regards 

Building Safety Team | Southern Housing Group 


